


LOGLINE

A man’s esoteric research brings him 
and his family closer to the veil

 between life and death. 



SYNOPSIS

A hybrid of surreal sci-fi and real family history, “Perpetual Motion” follows mysterious protagonist, 
Dom Rabalais, into a rabbit hole of spooky pseudo-science and sonic suspicions. As Dom’s behavior 

begins to feel eerily similar to his recently deceased father, his mother Arla and brother Philip become 
concerned. Their fictional story slowly slips into a personal and poetic narrative about absence, 

becoming an homage to Paul Rabalais and the consciousness altering power of grief.
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DIRECTOR STATEMENT

This film is dedicated to my late father. Originally produced while he was still alive, 
my dad helped me scout out many of the spaces explored in the movie. He worked in those 

basements and boiler rooms when I was growing up, and, surprisingly, still had keys to
 almost all of them. These were places he would take me and my brother when we 

were kids, and visiting them again felt like time travel. 

The original title of the project was “Utopia Park,” named after the central location 
of the film and the trailer park where I spent my childhood. That film was completed 
in 2020. Then my dad passed away. In the years since, I have wrestled with this film - 

how it was actually always very much about my dad. Without intending to, I had based 
the film’s world and central character on him. His absence cast an otherworldly light 

on his presence in the movie and urged me to reconsider the project.

After five years, I found the nerve to revisit the film and rip it apart - and 
with the generous help of my mom, the courage to follow grief 

and transform it into a mourning song.
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 digital video

 16:9

 17:46  

 stereo

 24 fps

 English

 Osline Pictures

 Fairfield, Iowa, USA

 2025
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DIRECTOR BIO

Philip Rabalais is a filmmaker and electronic musician from Fairfield, Iowa. His movies 
explore a precarious, poetic relationship to reality via open-ended narratives, formal 

experimentation, and intimate collaborations amongst cast and crew.

Rabalais received an MFA in Film and Video Production from the University of Iowa in 
2020. His work has screened at venues such as Slamdance, NoBudge, Onion City, and 
on filmmakermagazine.com; his work as a cinematographer has been featured in the 
Locarno Film Festival, and Cinéfondation at the Cannes Film Festival. He was named 

one of Filmmaker Magazine’s “25 Faces of Independent Film” for 2024.




